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YOUR GENERATION
IS GOING TO BE THE ONE IN CHARGE 
DEALING WITH THE PROBLEMS
THAT CURRENT LEADERS HAVE CREATED 
AND WE WILL NOT WAIT 
PASSIVELY TO BECOME THAT 
FUTURE: THE TIME IS NOW 
FOR US TO BE LEADERS

Bruno Rodríguez at Youth 
Climate Summit in New York

(September, 2019)
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The Youth Climate Action Agenda is a 
proposal which is originated from young 
Chileans facing the problematics caused by 
the ongoing Ecologic and Climate Emergency. 
It is born under the fourth University Student 
Congress “Chile en el Escenario Mundial: de 
cara a la COP25” from August 21st to 23rd 2019, 
which brought together 330 higher education 
students, interested in sustainability and the 
political incidence of young people.

This agenda is made and edited by a 
multidisciplinary team of young people from 
20 to 29-year-old, coordinated by the efforts 
from the non-profit organization CEUS Chile.

The youth role in the environment around 
the world has been key, especially in the last 
years, and it’s known by the demonstrations 
from Fridays For Future raised by the Swedish 
student Greta Thunberg with just 15 years old. 
In fact, this September the young people had 
their first summit on climate at the united 
nations (ONU) headquarters, in New York. 
This is not of minor importance, considering 
that nowadays, there are around 1.800 million 
young people in the world, and 160 million in 
Latin America and the Caribbean; and their 
integration is fundamental for the social 
development processes to advance to a more 
fair and egalitarian society [1]. The youth are 
essential agents in social change processes. 
However, many times their potential is 
obstructed by the lack of public policies 

△Participants  of IV  Congreso Estudiantil 
Universitario de Sustentabilidad
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which promote their effective inclusion. In this 
way, the Youth Climate Action Agenda aims 
to contribute in public policies and climate 
action from and for the Chilean youth.  This 
Agenda launches collective or individual, as 
well as public or private initiatives, in order to 
impulse the changes needed as a country to 
mitigate and face the climate change effects.

This Agenda is divided in 3 central hubs:

Each hub proposes 3 action scenarios:

Each proposal can be directed to different 
actors or institutions, and through the 
symbology described later it can be verified 
more easily. In this way, this agenda is a 
broad political incidence document, which 
is elaborated by young people to facilitate 
the process itself in which each person or all 
together can participate.

Government
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Non-governmental organizations

Universities, Academy

Municipalities

Privates

All
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People who have worked as an expert 
reviewer:

Antonia Biggs 
Geographer from Pontificia Universidad 
Católica de Chile

Violeta Rabí 
Sociologist from University of Chile and 
Researcher of Espacio Público

Ezio Costa    
Lawyer from University of Chile and 
Executive Director of the non-profit 
organization FIMA

Jocelyn Quiroz 
Sustainability Specialist

Lesly Orellana Marchant 
Environmental Biologist from University of 
Chile

Maryon Urbina 
Business Engineer and Sustainability 
Director from Pontificia Universidad 
Católica

Next, each of the thematic hubs are 
presented, along with their respective 
diagnostic and the proposal we elaborated 
to face the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency from different territories and 
institutions in the country.

The “Agenda de Acción Climática Juvenil Chile” 
is supported by the following institutions:

University of 
Chile

The Embassy of 
the Netherlands 
in Chile
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Greta Thunberg 

EROSION OF FERTILE TOPSOIL, 
DEFORESTATION OF THE RAINFOREST 
TOXIC AIR POLLUTION, 
LOSS OF INSECTS AND WILDLIFE, 
ACIDIFICATION OF OUR OCEANS
 
THESE ARE ALL DISASTROUS
TRENDS BEING ACCELERATED
BY A WAY OF LIFE THAT WE HERE
IN OUR FINANCIALLY FORTUNATE
PART OF THE WORLD, SEE AS
OUR RIGHT TO SIMPLY CARRY ON.



The term ‘natural assets’ is used to extend 
the utilitarian view from the term ‘natural 
resources’, if we assume that nature or 
the environment have an intrinsic value, 
beyond the economic benefits they 
provide. The scenario in respect of natural 
assets in Chile is peculiar, since, for 
example, our country is the only one in the 
world where water is an asset delivered 
freely and in perpetuity to private entities, 
obstructing the nation to recover it. The 
serious vulnerability of water resources, 
ecosystems and biodiversity in the face of 
the climate change urges a fundamental 
protection of our natural assets.

This diversity’s delicate balance has been 
disrupted by different factors: human 
beings (including all their interactions) 
and/or climate change. Therefore, it is 
everyone’s duty to take care and maintain 
it.

WAT E R
To October 2019, there are 15 current 
shortage ordinances in Chile, which cover 
the regions of Coquimbo, Valparaiso and 
Maule; and partially the Metropolitana 
region (RM) [2]. In addition to this, the future 
scenarios are daunting. It is estimated that 
Chile will be 24th out of 161 countries with 
the most hydric stress in 2040 [3].

• To encourage and disseminate the 
already existent scientific research about 
hydric resources.
• To conduct informative campaigns about 
the water law, water use rights and about 
who currently possess the biggest quantity 
of water rights.
•  To conduct informative campaigns about 
water shortage and water care for the 
citizens. 
• To give transparency to the political 
interests from the authorities and 
corporations around the water rights by 
means of informative campaigns.

Natural Assets

△ Saltos del Petrohue, Puerto Varas, Chile. Photo 
by Alvaro Reyes on Unsplash

Immediate Term
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•  To increase the budget of the “Dirección 
General de Aguas” (Water General 
Direction) in order to improve research 
and monitorization.
• To change the water law to end the 
condition of the water as a private 
asset, in order to make it a public asset. 
Also, to prioritize human consumption 
and availability for the biodiversity and 
ecosystems over the water use of privates, 
ending the deliverance of water rights in 
perpetuity.

Europe, East Africa, Cordillera de los Andes 
and Indonesia could lose more than 80% 
of their mass by the end of the century [5]. 
This scenario will drastically reduce the 
water supply of people and ecosystems 
that depend on these resources.

▽ Foto por Cassie Matias en Unsplash

Short Term

Short Term

• To elaborate a national integrated water 
resource management plan.
• To promote a change in the water 
institutionalism. 

G L AC I E R S 
Chile is a glacier country: the 82% of the 
south American reserves are found in our 
country, existing almost 24.000 glaciers 
from Arica to Punta Arenas [6]. Glaciers 
are one of the most important sources of 
water supply. However, they are in danger 
because of the climate change, and it is 
estimated that they will lose more than a 
third of their mass, due to the increasing 
of temperatures. In particular, glaciers in 

Immediate Term

Medium Term

• To apply the precautionary principle 
for glaciers protection by means of 
moratorium with immediate effect on all 
the projects which are located in glacier 
ecosystems and the ones that are being in 
evaluation by the “Servicio de Evaluación 
de Impacto Ambiental” (Environmental 
Impact Evaluation Service). 
• To update the Chilean glacier inventory 
(the last version is from 2015), including 
those glaciers which mass is less than 1 
km2, promoting a detailed methodology 
used for the register. 
• To increase the awareness of Chilean 
people and tourists about the impacts of 
direct contact with glaciers.
• To encourage sustainable tourism in the 
Chilean ice fields and glaciers.

• To reformulate and approve the Glacier 
Law, integrating the citizenship and civil 
society in its construction, with special 
emphasis in the industrial and mining 
activities impact. 
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•  To elaborate a strategic plan towards 
the protection, research, and care of the 
Chilean glaciers. 
• To integrate an approach for the 
creation of protected glacier areas, with 
the purpose of giving them a specific 
protection status, integrate their 
monitoring and their management in the 
“Sistema Integrado de Cuencas” (basin 
integrated system).

O C E A N
The ocean plays a crucial role in the global 
climate equilibrium, through the capture 
of carbon and the absorption of heat a 
hundred times more than the atmosphere, 
both elements generated by the human 
activity [4]. Also, the ocean produce oxygen, 
it holds the biggest biodiversity in the planet 
and represents migratory corridors for many 
ocean species [4].
Climate change manifests in different ways, 
especially in a country like Chile, which 
its bathed from North to South by the 
Pacific Ocean. If the current temperature’s 
increase rate is maintained, the sea level 
could increase more than a meter to 2100, 
due to the melting of ice in Antarctica and 
Greenland [5]. This would impact a big part 
of the national territory, principally the 
coast cities. Additionally, the number of fish 
in the sea has been reduced, since excessive 
overfishing and the sea heat waves, which are 
between 84% and 90% directly attributed to 
global warming.

• To conduct visibility campaigns about the 
beach, islands and ocean pollution, which could 
also create cooperation instances to clean and 
implement coast and marine decontamination 
strategies. 

△ Participants of IV  Congreso Estudiantil 
Universitario de Sustentabilidad

Medium Term

G L J C O U M P

Short Term

Immediate Term
•  To encourage the correct management 
of the marine protected areas and increase 
their monitorization.
 • To create marine protected areas in 
the Patagonia, with a major focus on the 
fjords, which are in imminent risk because 
of the Salmon Industry.

• To manage wastes in islands and 
marine zones, with a bigger control 
and penalties.  
• To modify the fishing law, the artisan 
fishing unions inclusion, the gender quote 
and the sustainability criteria for the 
industrial fishing.
• To elaborate a coast law, where the 
concept “borde costero” (coast border) 
could be modified to a “zona costera” (coast 
zone), which implies scientific and operative 
development at the same time [4]. 
•  To change the approach in which the 
ocean is viewed as a mitigation agent for an 
approach in which the ocean is recognized 
as a vulnerable system.
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• To forbid the marine outfalls as waste water 
treatment systems.
• To establish the precautionary system or the 
pro-natura principle in the regulation about 
protected marine areas, in a manner that the 
government, in a way that the government, 
the administration and the law courts of the 
country apply a meticulous and protective 
legislation, besides guiding the creation of 
public policies in this issue, establishing that 
only in an exceptional case and by means of a 
based act, the development of any activity in 
the interior of these areas would be allowed, 
but only in a way that no substantial impact 
can be guaranteed. E.g., the ones related with 
sustainable tourism.
•  To conduct training workshops about care 
and preservation of the oceans, focused in the 
military, citizenship and companies.

country, so the main development engine in 
the country is based on the exploitation of 
natural resources. This generates pressure 
over the natural habitats of many species, 
whose greater part is composed by native 
and endemic beings, which are affected by 
the advance of the forestry exploitation, 
the expansion of agricultural activities, 
urban development and industrial projects. 
This pressure is exacerbated if we consider 
the wildfires, illegal logging, exotic invasive 
species and the climate stress [8].
The state of the biodiversity in Chile is even 
worse if we consider the high endemism 
percentage, which amounts to 25% of 
the species described at national level 
[10]. This makes our country a place of 
special relevance to preserve the planet’s 
biodiversity. The biodiversity loss is not 
only an environmental problem, it is also 
a problem of economy, development, 
security, society and morality. 

△ National Reserve Los Flamencos. Photo 
by Shwetha Shankar on Unsplash

Medium Term

To create a monitoring entity dedicated 
exclusively to protect the coast and 
marine systems and their regulations. This 
proposal aims to migrate to a system that 
no longer depends fundamentally on the 
military, and to allow an ecologic point of 
view for this issue.
• To establish an integrated oceanic 
information system that allows to support 
the monitoring, research and availability of 
information for decision making. 

E C O S YS T E M S  A N D 
B I O D I V E R S I T Y
Globally, human activity has caused 
the deterioration and the death of the 
ecosystems, which constitute a serious risk 
to people’s well-being. In Chile, research 
made by the Ministerio del Medio Ambiente 
(Environment Ministry), indicates that 55% of 
the ecosystems in our country are currently 
in a state of risk [7]. Chile is an extractivist 
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On July 2019, the law project which creates 
a department of biodiversity and protected 
zones was approved. This department aims 
to ensure the biodiversity preservation 
in Chile and to create a unique system 
of national and protected areas, which 
integrates both, terrestrial and marine, and 
public or private areas.

that only in an exceptional case and by 
means of a based act, the development of 
any activity in the interior of these areas 
would be allowed, but only in a way that 
no substantial impact can be guaranteed. 
By no substantial impact, we mean that no 
effect over the ecosystem will be generated, 
under the terms of the law 19.300, being an 
example of a permitted activity, the ones 
related with sustainable tourism.
• To monitor endangered species through 
their health and habitats safeguard (clean 
water, ground and air), and to include 
serious penalties for people who do not 
respect them. 
• To include the ecosystems care, sustainable 
management and conservation in a broader 
way, including those zones which are not 
catalogued as protected areas. 

Short Term

Immediate Term

Medium Term

• To encourage the research, or to 
study the viability for the 30/30/30 rule 
implementation (temperature, wind 
velocity and humidity [9], in order to restrict 
the entry to parks, reserves and national 
monuments.
• To study the carrying capacity of parks and 
islands with the most inflow of public. 
• To eliminate the forestry subsidies in 
order to increase the reforestation with 
native species.

• To create a metric about compensation 
systems for replacement, use and/or 
destruction of ecosystems. 
• To reforest with 600 thousand hectares 
of native woods in the national territory, 
respecting the biodiversity in the zones in 
which this plan is executed.
• To promote studies about carrying 
capacities of ecosystems, in a way that the 
accumulative and synergic impacts (which 
are not correctly perceived by the SEIA) 
can function to avoid that more projects 
are implemented in the same place. 
• To establish the precautionary system or 
the pro-natura principle in the regulation 
of the nation’s system of protected wild 
areas, in a way that the government, the 
administration and the law courts of the 
country apply a meticulous and protective 
legislation, besides guiding the creation of 
public policies in this issue, establishing 

• To reformulate the criteria used by the 
environmental evaluation impact system 
(SEIA) to protect the country’s ecosystems 
and to emphasize that all projects must 
include supporting studies before their 
submission and implementation (for 
instance, agricultural projects). These 
criteria must be retroactive to the projects 
before 2009.
• To increase the public budget to promote 
the ecosystem preservation. 
• To encourage the sustainable management 
of the territories.
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CITIES HAVE THE CAPABILITY
OF PROVIDING SOMETHING
FOR EVERYBODY,
ONLY BECAUSE, AND ONLY WHEN,
THEY ARE CREATED
BY EVERYBODY.”

Jane Jacobs (1916-2006)



The way in which we make a city, 
we configure our settlements and 
communities, plays a fundamental role in 
our development. The lifestyle adopted by 
human beings have led us to the biggest 
Climate Emergency ever seen in the history 
of humanity. It is of high importance to 
grow with integrity and sustainability, 
not only to revert our current situation, 
but also to progress in harmony with our 
environment in the following years.

E N E R GY  M AT R I X
Until August 2019, the Chilean energy 
matrix was composed of 52,65% energies 
coming from coal, natural gas and diesel 
oil [11]. Therefore, the energy sector 
is nowadays the main GHG emitter in 
Chile (78,0% of the emissions from 2016) 
[12]. However, the country has not been 
recognized by its energy potential, as 
a world class destination for solar and 
wind energy developers [13].
The transition to a clean energy matrix, 
which is in tune with the challenges of 
maintaining the temperature under the 
1,5°C (IPCC, 2019) [11], must be ambitious 
but also fair and sustainable.

• To prioritize and advance the closure of 
thermoelectric plants before 2030 [15].

• To discuss and approve the law that 
looks through economic incentives, energy 
savings and efficiency. 
• To promote research in renewable energies 
and storage, giving priority to those non-
conventional renewable energies (NCRE) 
that have been not yet thoroughly studied 
(Wave power, biomass, etc. 
• To promote a fair transition through 
subsidies in order to avoid the use of 
firewood in home heating systems.

Sustainable 
Cities and 
Communities

△ Foto byJason Blackeye on Unsplash

Short Term

Immediate Term

Medium Term
• To establish the reduction of energy 
demand by a 40% for the year 2050 [16] as 
one of the country’s objectives. 
• To achieve a 100% renewable energy matrix 
by the year 2050. G
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T R A N S P O R T  A N D  M O B I L I T Y
The evolution that modal share of 
public and private transport in Santiago 
de Chile, moves toward the increase of 
private transportation. In 1991, private 
transportation represented 19,7% of 
all the transport in Chile, while in 2012 
this increased to 46,4% [17]. This issue 
is of high importance, considering that 
our means of transportation are the 
second biggest polluting industry in the 
country (after the energy sector) which 
contributes with a 31,3% greenhouse 
gas emissions [13].
Currently, in Chile, public transport 
is partially subsidized and since 2013, 
the government invests $380.000.000 
CLP, divided in equal parts, for Region 
Metropolitana and the rest of the 16 
regions of the country [17].  This provokes 
a slow progress and improvement of the 
transportation system at a national level.

• To encourage the use of public transport, 
through the distribution of the funds obtained by 
the money charged by private highways.
• To promote the transportation based on 
clean energies in all Chilean regions. 
•To implement inclusive streets, in which 
the space is shared between motorized 
transportation, bicycle lines and pedestrian 
zones suitable for senior citizens and people 
with disabilities.  
• To develop more and better roads 
exclusive for the public transportation, in 
the main cities of the country.
• To make more accessible the public 
transport through promoting intermodality 
and fare integration projects. 
•To install a bicycle network for public 
and private use in the main cities.  
•To regulate the emission, impact and pollution 
from cargo transport in Chile, both, terrestrial 
and marine. 
•To increase the exclusive roads or streets for 
public transport in Region Metropolitana and 
to start their implementation in other cities.
• To elaborate a high-quality bicycle lane 
construction plan in the main cities.
• To enhance bus fleet upgrades for 
public transportation in Chile, so 
these can accomplish the low or zero 
emissions criteria.

▽ Valparaíso, Chile. Foto by Alvaro Reyes 
on Unsplash

Medium Term

Short Term

• To increase the public transport 
budget in other regions besides Region 
Metropolitana.
• To evaluate the transition towards a 
100% electric public transport in the 
whole country, with special emphasis in 
the energy matrix of the country. 
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• To establish a national train, that covers 
the whole country.

• To change the way in which cities are 
designed (with a focus on the transport 
instead of people), so we can rethink how 
current resources are invested to subsidize 
the highways in detriment of public transport 
and sustainability.

WA S T E
The linear economy, which has prevailed in 
our society since decades, is a model that 
has caused huge environmental damage, 
but also is an obsolete model that must 
change its approach to a new conception 
of materials.
Latin America is the region that least 
recycles in the world and it is foreseen that 
for year 2050, 3.400 million tons of garbage 
will be generated in our planet. Furthermore, 
Chile is the South American country which 
produces the largest quantity of waste per 
person, generating 1,15 kg per capita to this 
day [18]. Therefore, it is urgent that society 
changes their consumer habits, looking for 
a reduction and conservation of materials, 
the promotion of cyclic use and products 
returnability and sustainability. Additionally, 
there can be considered alternatives such 
as reuse, recycling or the elimination of the 
material [16].

•  To establish the circular economy road 
map in elaboration as urgent.

•  The moratorium of one-use products, 
with special emphasis in plastics.  
•  To promote the reduction of disposable 
products. 
• To encourage the citizens to use reusable 
materials and to disseminate the concept of 
zero waste. 
• To encourage reusability ideas for the 
citizens. 
•  To promote and encourage the “Programa 
Estado Verde”, which supports the public 
purchases under the logic of low impact, 
reusability and recycling. 

△ Santiago, Chile. Photo by Alvaro Reyes on 
Unsplash

Short Term

Medium Term

•  To boost the “Acuerdo de Producción Limpia” 
(Clean Production Agreement) for Eco-labelling 
of containers and packages. 
•  To implement a recycling plan in the 
whole country.
•  To establish a compost public policy and 
to promote compost initiatives. 
•  To eliminate illegal landfills through an 
integrated waste management policy.
•  To encourage scientific research of new 
and better materials to enhance their 
reuse as well as to improve their recycle 
and disposal.

• To increase the budget for specialized 
public funds (CORFO, CONICYT, etc.) Which 
promote the concept of circular economy 
and innovation for products. 
• To end (gradually until a deadline) the use of 
non-recyclable products.
• To expand the REP law (which promotes 
recycling) to other materials.
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U R B A N  P L A N N I N G
Chilean cities are placed in less than 0,4% 
of the national territory. However, they 
concentrate 87% of the population, and 
generate 70% of CO2 emissions [17]. An 
integrated, conscious and sustainable 
planning of the territory is needed not only to 
ensure an egalitarian social development but 
to mitigate the polluting emissions, helping 
us to cope with climate change effects.

S U S TA I N A B L E  B U I L D I N G
Sustainable building is understood as the 
development of the conventional building, 
considering the responsibility with the 
environment from all actors involved. This 
implies a growing interest from the actors 
in all the stages of the building process 
[19]. In Chile the “Secretaría Ejecutiva de 

• To prioritize the budget for the elaboration 
or update of regularity plans for all the 
country provinces and cities.
• To strengthen the strategic environmental 
evaluation.
To elaborate a national and public map about 
the geological risks and natural disasters of 
the country.

Short Term

Medium Term

Short Term

Immediate Term

Immediate Term

• To improve construction in zones where no 
natural disaster risks exist.
• To strengthen an integrated national 
strategy regarding the use of soil, prioritizing 
the preservation of ecosystems and 
human wellbeing with participative and 
interdisciplinary focus.  

• To elaborate an integrated adaption 
plan for rural zones to cope with climate 
change and to monitor their priority. 

Construcción Sustentable” of the Ministry 
of Housing and Urban Development is 
responsible of this issue since 2012. While, 
in 2013, a sustainable building strategy was 
established. This determines the national 
guidelines in this subject and aims to achieve 
a 100% of buildings with new sustainable 
conditions.
On the other hand, it is estimated that 
commercial, residential and public buildings 
consume between 30% and 40% of the energy 
used in the world, and produce between 
25% and 35% of the CO2 polluting emissions 
[20]. Therefore, the building sector itself still 
has challenges to improve their design and 
construction.

• To include all social sectors in the dialogue about 
sustainable building.
• To encourage private buildings to access 
a sustainable building certification by 
means of private processes or by means 
of the public procedure.

• To create an ambitious evaluation, design 
and building process for all the sectors.
• To evaluate, mandatorily and with 
sustainable criteria, building projects 
and realtors such as energy efficiency, 
sustainable design, etc.
• To elaborate a national policy of greenhouse 
gasses emission from the building sector 
from a national GHG inventory.  

• To reduce GHG emissions from the 
building sector to accomplish the neutral 
carbon goal. 
• To reduce the waste generated by the building 
sector to accomplish zero waste.

Medium Term
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I N D U S T R I A L  A N D  E C O N O M I C 
AC T I V I T I E S

Chile is the major copper exporter in 
the world [21] and the North zone of the 
country concentrates the biggest mining 
companies in the world. According with 
the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), 
copper, fishing, agriculture and forestry 
are the natural resources Chile has 
exploited to a large extent and warned 
the country that this economic model 
would be getting to its limit [9].

Civil society in Chile has made a strong call 
to finish with this extractivist model, which 
comprehends the immoderate exploit of 

the nature and has consequences in the 
high economic and political dependency, 
in detriment to other economy alternatives 
and the severe environmental impact, 
which is irreversible [22].

△ Foto by Erwan Hesry on Unsplash

• To conduct a registry of the environmental 
damage from the principal industrial 
sectors.
• To raise awareness in the population 
about the impact that industries and 
the extractivism system have in the 
environment and their role in climate 
change.

Immediate Term

Short Term

• To improve the evaluation quality 
and the citizenship participation of the 
environmental evaluation service SEIA, 
in order to demand a thorough study on 
the effects this entity will have on the 
environment and to establish minimum 
standards for environmental health.
• To elaborate a strategy for an admission 
or readmission of industries which do 
not have an environmental qualification 
resolution (RCA) or to establish if this 
is obsolete around the environmental 
management measurements proposed.
• To improve the environmental 
compensation measurements from the 
emission compensation plan (PCE).
• To encourage a responsible mining 
industry that aims to reduce the air, soil, 
water and ecosystem pollution, and to be 
efficient and conscious with the community, 
establishing production standards in 
accordance with the highest requirements 
from the international standards.
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 • To create a mining royalty, in order to 
finance a productive matrix of R&D (Research 
and Development) in subjects related to 
mining or other social issues. 
• To create a fund for the ecological 
restoration and the management of 
mining passives, especially around the 
mining tailings.
• To evaluate the creation of a territorial 
tax for the social investment of mining 
territories. 
• To generate and prioritize the soil 
use, in which the exploitation of mining 
resources is avoided, for instance: 
proximity to glaciers, water scarcity, 
among others. 
• To promote regenerative agriculture and 
stock farming that allows to return the soil 
its natural equilibrium and to increase its 
biodiversity. Also, to promote the sustainable 
soil management. 
• To include the agricultural sector in the 
environmental impact evaluation system, 
with special emphasis in monoculture.

• To regulate industrial fishing, avoiding 
big scale accidents that nowadays pollute 
seas and ecosystems. 
• To promote artisan fishing to improve 
the sustainable management of marine 
ecosystems and local trade. 
• To regulate the soil and water use by 
forestry and agriculture sectors.

▽ Photo by Dominik Vanyi on Unsplash

Medium Term

• To define a national sustainable 
development strategy which aims 
to construct the foundations 
towards sustainable economies, with 
environmental conscoiusness, low 
environmental impact and also connected 
to decrease the inequalities in the current 
economic system. This strategy should 
also be linked to the 17 objectives of 
sustainable development.  
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IT IS NOT THE STRONGEST 
OF THE SPECIES THAT SURVIVES 
NOR THE MOST INTELLIGENT
THAT SURVIVES
IT IS THE ONE THAT IS
MOST ADAPTABLE TO CHANGE

Charles Darwin (1809-1882)



The climate change impacts are known: 
high temperatures, variations in the climate 
system, natural disasters, decrease in the 
resource availability, among many other 
consequences. These impacts affect our 
society at different levels, some of them are 
more tangible and others seem less obvious. 
So, climate change also discriminates and 
damages diverse social sectors in different 
ways. This is why it so important to face 
climate change with conscience, working 
together with all areas of society to build 
a more prepared community, but also we 
should work with integrity in every sense, 
an integrity which allows our world to find 
peace and justice, at the same time that we 
reduce the inequality and guarantee human 
rights for everybody.
In Chile, between the months of October 
and November, 2019, an unprecedented 
major social outburst, since the return of the 
democracy, has occurred. This outburst has 
provoked massive protests through the whole 
country which have demonstrated a strong 
social and political crisis. Until the moment 
this document is being released, the crisis 
has not stopped. Furthermore, the social 
demands are wide: a new constitution for the 
country, in order to improve public health, 
free education, low public transport fees, an 
end to the private welfare system, universal 
water access, among many other claims. It 
has been called the “Chilean Spring”, which 
has awakened in the environmental sectors 

with the slogan that the social crisis is also 
ecological [23] 

H U M A N  R I G H T S

In Chile has been used the term “Sacrifice 
Zone” – mainly by the civil society – in 
order to describe those territories of 
human settlement which have been 
environmentally devastated due to the 
industrial development and where this 
devastation has direct implications in the 
fundamental human rights, such as the 
right to live, to have good health, to have 
education, work, food and housing [24], 
besides the constitutional right to live in 
an environment free of pollution, pointed 
in the article 19 N°8 from the Chilean 
constitution.
The regional agreement about the 
information access, public participation 
and justice access in environmental cases 
in Latin America and the Caribbean (known 
as the Escazú Agreement) has been famous 
for being the first treat in the world that 
grants security for the protection of the 
human rights defenders in environmental 
issues. Chile was one of the countries driving 
this agreement. However, it was not signed 
since “everything that Escazú establishes is 
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△ Santiago, Chile. Photo by Mauro Mora on 
Unsplash



in the national legislation, therefore it does 
not add anything (we do not already have)” 
[25]. Nevertheless, there are cases such as 
the one of Macarena Valdés, a Mapuche 
activist and environmental defender that 
was found hanged in her house on august 
2nd 2016, after giving a long fight against 
a hydroelectric central in the South of the 
country. However, it is currently of public 
information that Macarena Valdés was 
murdered,  and this information is medically 
proved. Also, in 2019, Rodrigo Mundaca, 
an activist who was recognized with the 
Nuremberg’s International Human Right 
Prize for his long fight for the free access to 
drinking water, has received death threats 
multiple times.

•  To create an environmental and human 
rights justice observatory where different 
actors come together: leaders, civil society, 
native people, public entities, etc. 
•  The creation of an entity for citizens’ defense, 
together with an early alert system with more 
and better citizenship participation. 

E D U C AT I O N

In Chile, sustainability education, 
climate change or environment are 
additional subjects in the formation 
of children and young people. In 1994 
the subject of environmental education 
was incorporated, by means of the law 
19.300 of environmental general basis, 
focusing it to the level of environmental 
management instruments and therefore, 
as an obligation for the government. 
Environmental education is included -at 
least in theory- in the general education 
law (LGE) for the nursery, primary and 

△ Girl in Icalma, Chile. Foto by Jorge 
Barahona on Unsplash

•  To sign and validate the Escazú agreement.
•  To reactivate the social and environmental 
recuperation programs (PRAS) in all the 
Sacrifice Zones.
•  To implement protective and mitigative 
measures for the inhabitants from Sacrifice 
Zones in Chile. 
•  To clarify Macarena Valdés and Alejandro 
Castro cases, in order to establish alleged 
penal responsibilities. 
•  To create a discussion table with native 
people in order to get to know their vision 
about climate change and the impact on 
their different cultures. 

Inmmediate Term

Medium Term

Short Term

•  To conduct a national registry of the 
zones where the right to live in a pollution 
free environment is being violated. 
• To elaborate concrete measures to 
restore the socio environmental integrity 
of the territories where It is being 
violated the right to live in a pollution 
free environment. 
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secondary education oriented to teach the 
citizenship to recognize the environment 
and from that knowledge, the interest for 
their environmental protection [26].
In 2017, the Agencia de Sustentabilidad y 
Cambio Climático (climate change and 
sustainability agenda) certified 14 higher 
education institutions that accomplished 
a series of demands on sustainability of 
campus management, teaching, research 
and links with society. This initiative was 
promoted through the first clean production 
agreement (APL) of the country in the 
education sector [27], determining that 
sustainability and environment subjects are 
optional in the university and professional 
institutions. The same thing happens with 
the curriculum and the sustainability 
policies of the higher school education.

• To promote courses or postgraduate 
careers which are linked with sustainability, 
environment and climate change.

▽ Photo by Raoul Croes on Unsplash

Immediate Term

Medium Term

Short Term

• To promote environmental education 
transversally in kindergarten, schools and 
universities. 
• To check the education curriculum in 
order to generate a long term plan in the 
certification of university courses based 
on success cases in Chilean (or foreigners) 
institutions.
• To unify the work from non-profit 
organizations and foundations around 
environmental education. 
• To enhance the Environmental Adriana 
Hoffman Academy from the Environmental 
Ministry, that teaches e-learning courses aimed 
for the general citizenship and in particular to 
primary and secondary teachers.

• To establish the environmental education 
as mandatory in all teaching levels (primary 
and secondary).

• To propose mandatory sustainability courses 
in all the curriculums and in all the institutions 
of higher education. 

• To encourage the transition from an 
anthropocentric education towards an 
eco-centric one. 

I N E Q U A L I T Y

Chile has a strong socioeconomic 
inequality. In fact, according to the GINI 
index, the country is one the 10 most 
unequal countries from the OECD [28]. 
In relation to democracy, the scenario 
is not encouraging, since the electoral 
participation does not overcome the 
50% of people. Besides, the native 
people are not represented, since 5 
out of 198 parliamentarians consider 
themselves as native, where a quota 
system does not exist. Regarding the 
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protests in the country, in 2018 the main 
social movement was the feminist, but 
another important mobilization was for 
the so called Sacrifice Zones [29].
The National Human Rights Institute was 
present in Quintero-Puchuncaví through 
an observation mission, as well as in Tiltil 
(waste), Copiapó (emission of toxic gases) and 
Talcahuano (unload of 200 tons of spoiled 
salmon by the ship Seikogen). According 
to the National Human Rights Institute, 
there are 116 environmental conflicts, in 
which 38% have relation with the energy 
sector, 28% with the mining sector, 9% 
with the environmental sanitation and the 
25% left with other reasons [30]. By 2019, 
the climate movement and climate action 
activists seemed to be more massive, 
bringing together a massive pacific protest 
with more than 100.000 assistants in Región 
Metropolitana [31]. However, as mentioned 
before, unprecedented new social outburst 
started on October 2019, and this movement 
shows a generalized dissatisfaction with 
the highly unequal economic and social 
system, based in the privatization of basic 
services (health, education, welfare, among 
others) and the exploitation of our natural 
resources, which led to a massive pacific 
march with more than a million people 
protesting in the streets [32].
The impacts of climate change 
disproportionally affect the more 

vulnerable and poor, including women and 
children, because of the higher exposition 
to dangers derived by climate change 
itself (floods, draughts, etc.) and also 
because women have less access to bank 
loans that secure themselves or rebuild 
their lives in case of a disaster [33].

▽ Photo by Zach Vessels on Unsplash

• To raise awareness about how 
climate change affects the population 
in unequal ways.

Immediate Term

Medium Term

Short Term
• To conduct a study that searches to 
identify how the climate change affects 
people according to their socioeconomic 
level.
• To move resources and support the most 
vulnerable municipalities which have less 
capacity to manage these impacts.

• To elaborate and apply a public policy 
that aims to decrease the vulnerability of 
people to cope with climate change, for 
the sectors with lower income.
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M I G R AT I O N

There has been a strong increase in 
migration in the las years in Chile, where 
67% of the migrating population came 
to the country between 2010-2017, while 
5,9% of the Chilean population lives 
abroad [34]. In this way, migration has 
been a relatively new phenomenon in the 
country and has put in evidence a problem 
about the country’s capacity to properly 
receive these new inhabitants. Despite this 
subject is very wide, with long discussions 
and studies being done, this document in 
particular will focus on migration related 
to climate change, without the intention 
to ignore all the other reasons of the 
migration process.
The United Nations created a special category 
of migrants because of environmental 
reasons. These are people or groups that 
due to sudden or gradual changes in the 
environment have suffered negative impacts 
in their lives, they see themselves forced or 
decide to abandon their habitual houses, 
temporarily or permanently, and they move 
towards other cities in their own countries 
or they move abroad [35].
Chile is a country highly vulnerable to climate 
change, with zones prone to drought, a 
state of a “big drught” (“megasequía) from 
year 2015 [36] and urban zones prone to 
atmospheric pollution. However, the national 
climate change action plan 2017-2022 does 
not include human migration.

• To elaborate a contingency plan for the 
migrants because of environmental issues, 
identifying Ministries in charge.
• To study the construction of emergency 
infrastructure, such as: barriers, drain 
systems, pumping, among others to face 
potential dangers.

△ Photo by Hanson Lu on Unsplash

A

• To perform a registry of the public and private 
infrastructure in zones of potential vulnerability 
because of the effects of climate change.
• To encourage studies to predict the 
eventual hydric insecurity in the determined 
zones with that tendency
• To raise awareness about the 
consequences of climate change in the 
migration. 

Immediate Term

Medium Term

Short Term

• To prioritize budgets for the most 
socioeconomic vulnerable locations.

• To create an emergency fund to 
pay for the expenses of people who 
have been affected by the effects of 
climate change.
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M I G R AC I Ó N  Y  A DA P TAC I Ó N
According to the convention “United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change” (UNFCCC), Chile meets 7 out of 
the 9 points in the vulnerability criteria 
towards climate change: low height coast 
areas, arid and semi-arid zones, forest 
zones, propensity to natural disasters, 
drought and desertification, urban 
zones and mountain ecosystems with 
atmospheric pollution. So, the country 
is in a big danger from climate change 
consequences.
Moreover, Chile emits 0,28% GHG in the 
world, but the emissions per capita, 
position the country in place 76° out of 
194 countries in the ranking of this type of 
emissions [37].

• To increase up to 75 dollars the price 
of carbon per ton, according to what was 
requested by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) in order to be aligned with the 
Paris agreement [38].  

• To institutionalize science as evidence of 
the climate change and the public policies 
created about it.

Immediate Term

Medium Term

Short Term

• To integrate a goal about the adaptation 
to the “Marco de cambio climático” law 
(Climate Change Framework).
• To approve the national climate change 
adaptation plan.
• To approve the climate change 
framework law.

• To reach carbon neutrality for the 
year 2040.
• To elaborate a strategic plan with solid 
measures to prevent natural disasters and 
geological dangers.
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The Youth Climate Action Agenda looks to 
be a political tool in subjects of climate and 
ecological emergencies, so young Chileans 
can easily identify the different country’s 
sectors that influence the environmental 
matters and their interactions, such as the 
Government through their Ministries and 
Departments, or other public organisms, 
legislative power, the private sector, 
municipalities or education institutions.

The proposals presented in this document 
cover a wide range of aspects, because 
of the subjects described – from water 
resources to human rights-, as well as the 
proposed deadlines, which are established 
from immediate term (with a 2020 horizon) 
to a medium term (with a 2050 horizon).

It is important to highlight that at the 
beginning of our formation, the Chilean 
crisis of 2019 still did not outburst. 
Nevertheless, after October 18th, 2019 
(the day the protests began) the social 
demands requiring improvements in 
health, welfare, education, housing and 
other systems were aimed towards 
the demands of structural changes of 
the current system, and therefore, the 
elaboration of a new constitution in 
democracy and from the people.

Conclusions, 
Recommendations 
and Next Steps

△ Participants of the IV University Students 
Congress of Sustainability



Many of the proposals in this document 
-or at least the most profound ones- 
have sense only if they are framed in a 
constitutional change process from which 
a new fundamental letter could rule and be 
able to lay the foundations for a harmonic 
coexistence of society and our ecosystems, 
environment or nature. So, a significant 
conclusion in this agenda (despite not 
being included as a proposal in the previous 
sections) is the need to advance as a nation 
towards a constitutional process which 
includes every sector, all the diversities of 
thoughts with a focus on the sustainable 
development of Chile.

As a synthesis of the proposals, it can be 
understood that medium term measures 
are proposals for multisector dialogues 
and information and conscientization 
campaigns (understanding that in some 
subjects, it is possible that more technical 
or political measures could exist). In 
relation to the short term proposals, these 
are focused toward reforms or adaptations 

of the environmental institutionally in order 
to accomplish the described goals, besides 
the need of studies and registries for a 
better scientific or technical knowledge 
of the problems. Finally, the long term 
proposals are focused on concrete 
answers to the solution of these problems, 
such as promulgation of laws, normative or 
strategic plans at a government level.

Lastly, a need to elaborate a road map 
raises for each one of the thematic hubs 
and their proposals, where terms, budgets, 
and plans are included, in order to carry 
out their development and to represent a 
solid and feasible materialization of ideas 
from the Youth Climate Action Agenda. The 
non-profit organization CEUS Chile, will 
propose, among their projects for 2020, 
the elaboration of this second document.

▽ Participants of the IV University Students Congress of Sustainability



We now present the technical term 
definitions used in this Agenda.

Escazú Agreement: It refers to the 
regional agreement on access to 
information, public participation and 
justice in environmental matters for 
Latin America and the Caribbean is an 
international treaty for environmental 
protection. The agreement’s main 
objective is to guarantee the full 
and effective implementation of the 
rights of access to environmental 
information, public participation in 
the environmental decision-making 
process and access to justice in 
environmental matters, and the 
creation and strengthening of capacities 
and cooperation, contributing to the 
protection of the right of every person 
of present and future generations to 
live in a healthy environment and to 
sustainable development. Therefore, 
this is the first international treaty 
which acknowledge the State’s duty to 
guarantee the environmental rights.

Paris Agreement: It is an agreement 
within The United Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(CMNUCC), which establishes measures 
for GHG emissions reduction. It was 
negotiated during the XXI conference 
of the parties (COP21) and for the 195 

Glossary

parties from the CMNUCC. It is a long-
term temperature that aims to maintain 
the global average temperature to 
below 2° C in pre-industrial levels, 
to increase the adaptation capability 
against the risks and impacts of 
climate change and to raise the 
financial budgets, compatible with 
the resilient development against the 
climate and low emissions.

Adaptation: Activities conducted by 
individuals or systems to avoid, resist or 
take advantage of the changes and the 
climate effects, existing or expected.

Alejandro Castro: Union leader and 
head of the Quintero and Puchuncavy 
mobilizations against the pollution 
episodes of this location. He was 
found dead at the age of 27 in doubtful 
conditions.

Climate Change (anthropogenic): change 
set in the climate system in the last 100 
years caused mainly by greenhouse gas 
emissions effect generated by human 
activity.

Carbon Neutrality: the carbon (or carbon 
dioxide) is the main greenhouse gas. The 
Carbon neutrality refers to accomplish 
carbon dioxide emissions equal to zero, 
balancing the amount released to the 
atmosphere with the amount captured 
or fixed from the atmosphere.

Cycles (Transport): Bicycles, scooters, 
roller-skates, skates, among others.

Comisión Nacional de Investigación 
Científica y Tecnológica (CONICYT): 
This is an autonomous corporation, 
functionally decentralized, with its own 
patrimony and legal personality. Its 
goal is to advise the President about 
the strategic planning of scientific and 
technology development. The 3 main 
objectives of CONICYT are: to strengthen 



the country’s technological and scientific 
base, to promote human capital training, 
and to promote a broad scientific and 
technological culture.

Corporación de Fomento a la Producción 
(CORFO): It is a Chilean governmental 
organization which oversees the 
promotion of inward investment and 
the advocacy of competitiveness for 
domestic companies.

Water Shortage Decree: This is an 
official decree from the Ministry of Public 
Works, which aims to provide tools to 
water users and the general population 
in order to reduce to a minimum the 
damages from draught. It determines 
Water General Direction (DGA) to 
establish criteria and limitations to 
authorize water extraction.

Water Rights: Water is a public use 
national asset, but the private sector 
has the right to take advantage of it, 
accordingly with the Chilean Water 
Disposition Law. The private sector’s 
right to possess the water rights of 
the country is legal and it benefits the 
private sector to freely use the water, 
with the limitations and requirements 
of this law.

Water General Direction (DGA): Chilean 
governmental organism in charge of 
assigning water rights, to promote 
the management and administration 
of water resources in accordance 
to sustainability, public interest and 
efficient assignation; and also to give 
and spread the information generated 
by its hydrometric network and the ones 
contained in the public water registry, 
with the objective to contribute to the 
country’s competitively and to improve 
the life quality of people.

Circular economy: It is a system of 
resources use focused on the reduction, 
reutilization and recycling of the 

elements. It is a non-linear economy, 
based on the principle of “closing the life 
cycle” of products, suggesting a change 
in the linear production systems.

Linear economy: An economy model 
based on the products disposal after 
their use. According to this model, all 
products have a linear cycle, which starts 
with the extraction of raw materials, 
processing and transformation of 
products, distribution and selling, the 
user’s utilization of them and finally 
their disposal as waste. In this model 
does not include ideas of reusing or 
reutilization of products. This approach 
must be understood as the opposite of 
Circular Economy.

Environmental Axis: These are the 
locations in some streets of Santiago de 
Chile, where the circulation is restricted 
during some special critical episodes 
in the air quality, with the purpose of 
improving the public transport use, and 
its frequency to reduce travel times. Its 
objective is also to decrease the vehicle 
polluting emissions, improve the air 
quality in the region and to mitigate the 
effects from the automobile restriction.

Submarine Emissary: In the sanitary 
engineering industry, it is a conduit in 
which wastewater is pumped, after a 
primary treatment, in order to lead it to 
some distance from the coast. At the end 
of this pipeline a perforated tube (diffusor) 
is installed to facilitate the sewage water 
diffusion in the receptor body.

Endemism: Biology term which indicates 
that a species is only found in a limited 
geographic area, and it does not exist in 
any other part of the world in natural form.

Non-Conventional Renewable Energies 
(NCRE): energies generated by renewable 
raw materials, that is to say, they are 
not consumed or depleted in their 
transformation and use. Besides, they are 



not very common in the energy industry. 
The most known non-conventional 
renewable energy types are the solar 
and wind energy, followed by biomass, 
wave, tidal, hydroelectric and geothermal 
energy.

Greenhouse Gases (GHG): The gases 
found in the atmosphere (naturally 
or due to anthropogenic emissions) 
absorb the sun’s infrared radiation 
and generate the greenhouse gas. This 
gas consists in the increase of the 
atmosphere temperature. Since the 
industrial revolution, human activity 
has caused GHG to increase their 
levels up to a point never seen during 
3 million years. This has intensified 
the greenhouse effect and increased 
the global average temperature in the 
planet’s surface (Global Warming).

National Human Right Institute (INDH): 
public autonomous corporation, intended 
to promote and protect the human rights 
of all the people living in Chile. 

General Education Law (LGE): This law 
regulates the rights and obligations of 
the educational community, it sets the 
minimum requirements that must be 
required in each nursery, primary and 
secondary education level, and regulates 
the government’s duty to monitor 
its fulfillment. This law establishes 
the requirements and the processes 
to officially certificate educational 
institutions of all levels, with the 
objective of developing an educational 
system defined by the equality and 
quality of its service. 

REP Law (Produced Extended 
Responsibility): Economic management 
instrument of waste which forces the 
manufacturer of certain products to 
organize and finance the management of 
waste derived from their products. The 
objective of this law is to “decrease the 

waste generation and to promote their 
reutilization, recycling and other kinds of 
valorization”.

Macarena Valdés (Hualañé, 1984 - 
Tranguil, Panguipulli, August 22, 2016): 
She was a Chilean social-environmental 
activist who lead the fight against the 
construction of a hydroelectric plant in 
the Tranguil river, and whose death is 
being investigated as a possible murder. 
After her death, she has been considered 
as standard of the feminist social-
environmental fight in Chile.

Energy Matrix: Quantitative and graphic 
representation of the total energy 
used by a country and the sources it 
uses: hydraulics, solar, wind, biomass, 
geothermic or fossil fuels such as petrol, 
gas and carbon.

Environment Ministry (MMA): Ministry 
in charge of the collaboration with the 
president in the design and application 
of plans, policies and programs 
regarding the environment, and also 
the protection and conservation of 
the biological diversity and renewable 
water and nature resources, promoting 
sustainable development, the 
environment integrity policy and its 
normative regulation.

Mitigation: the decrease of greenhouse 
gas emissions and or the increase of 
carbon dioxide absorption from the 
atmosphere through drains.

United Nations (UN): It is the biggest 
international organization in existence. 
It was created to maintain international 
security and peace, to promote friendly 
relationship between nations, to achieve 
international cooperation to solve global 
problems, and to serve as a harmonious 
center for nation actions.



Modal shifting: The traveler’s percentages 
who use a certain transport method or 
the amount of trips made by this method.

Rodrigo Mundaca (may 13, 1961): He is 
a Chilean agronomist activist for the 
access to water as a public asset and 
as an essential human right. He is the 
national spokesperson for the Water, 
Earth and Environment protection Access 
Defense Movement (MODATIMA). Due to 
his commitment as an activist in this 
field, in 2018, he was awarded with the 
Nuremberg International human rights. 

Environmental Impact Evaluation System 
(SEIA): It is a unique and coordinated 
system of identification, prevention, 
supervision and anticipated correction 
of the negative environmental impacts, 
which is managed by the Environmental 
Evaluation Service (SEA).
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